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Athletics: 

General News:   

Midwest Energy and Communications heard about the district’s need for internet 

connectivity at the football field to live stream home games and made it happen on 

September 18th. The school streamed their first ever football game later that evening against Hartford.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBM2vcYveik&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0Mg2pwrbQdYIg57I

_1XWU7A5tkIWDySA79Il8_rcwjIa4uPMyLkgp_kE4  

  

Two weeks ago, we applied for a grant through NFHS to receive two Pixellot cameras (valued at 

$12,000) that will be used to livestream our events. One Pixellot 

camera will be set up at the football field and the other Pixellot 

camera will be set up inside the gymnasium. We expect to receive 

the cameras in the next few weeks.  

https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/pixellot 

Cross Country:  

Cross country continues to improve on their times. Gearing up for 

the pre regionals.  

 

Soccer:  

Niles soccer team too much for Cassopolis in 8-0 shutout 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBM2vcYveik&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0Mg2pwrbQdYIg57I_1XWU7A5tkIWDySA79Il8_rcwjIa4uPMyLkgp_kE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBM2vcYveik&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0Mg2pwrbQdYIg57I_1XWU7A5tkIWDySA79Il8_rcwjIa4uPMyLkgp_kE4
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/pixellot
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Soccer went 1-2. They lost to Hartford and Bangor.  They avenged a loss from earlier in the season by 

beating Bloomingdale.  Soccer is 1-7 on the season but is starting to find their groove. We have been 

playing tough competition. 

Football:  

ROUNDUP: Rangers and Bucks pick up wins, Bobcats fall to Lawton 

https://www.leaderpub.com/2020/09/27/roundup-rangers-and-bucks-pick-up-wins-bobcats-fall-

to-lawton/ 

 

Football is currently undefeated and plays a tough Centreville team tonight. October 2, 2020 

  

Volleyball:  

This week volleyball went 2-0 defeating Decatur and white pigeon.  They improved to 4-2 on the 

season.  

 

Volleyball also had their district draw where they will play the winner of Brandywine or Hartford on 

November 4. At Watervliet that is a 530 start. 

 

Senior Night:  

On October 9th, Cassopolis High School will be holding our Fall Senior Night.  This will be held 

prior to the football game at 6:30 p.m., and will include all Senior Fall Sports Athletes and Senior 

Band Members.   

Senior Athletes and Band members and their guests should arrive at 6:00 p.m. to get lined up 

for Senior night.  Each senior is allowed 3 guests to walk with them on senior night. 

Paperwork will be handed out to the seniors from their coaches or teachers.  This paperwork will 

need to be returned to their coaches or teacher as soon as possible, but please no later than 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020. 

Athletes and band members should come dressed in uniform and ready to participate in senior 

night.  A flower will be given to the parent/guardian prior to the ceremony.  A brief introduction of 

the senior and their parents/guardians will be read and at the end of the announcements the 

senior and their guests will be dismissed before the game. 

The Seniors will be required to leave the field after the last senior is announced.  If they plan on 

staying for the game and the numbers permit (attendance is limited) they may purchase a ticket 

and stay for the game. 

 

All tickets for the game will be on a first come first serve basis.  There will be a strict limit of 300 

tickets sold for the game. 

https://www.leaderpub.com/2020/09/27/roundup-rangers-and-bucks-pick-up-wins-bobcats-fall-to-lawton/
https://www.leaderpub.com/2020/09/27/roundup-rangers-and-bucks-pick-up-wins-bobcats-fall-to-lawton/
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Upcoming events:  

 

Football is home on October 9. *(Senior night)  

 

Soccer is at Dowagiac on Monday, October 5th.  

 

October 6th home against Marcellus Howardsville. 

 

October 8 soccer is home against the Kalamazoo cougars all the soccer games start at five. 

 

Volleyball has a home match versus Bloomingdale on Tuesday October 6. JV starts at 5:30pm and Varsity 

starts at 7pm.  

 

Cross country has a match at 5:30pm on Wednesday, October 7 at Decatur.  

 

Junior high volleyball is away at Marcellus on Monday, October 5. They also have a home match on 

Wednesday, October 7 versus Decatur at 5pm. 

 

Junior high football is home on Wednesday, October 7 versus Hartford at 5pm.  

 
 

Sam Adams Elementary 

 
 
New School Year 

As I shared in my last Principal’s report at our September Board Meeting, we 
have gotten off to a great start! Starting our school day an hour later and having Friday 
as a virtual learning day has had huge positive impacts on our students.  They are 
coming to school more rested and ready to learn overall more than they have in the past 
19 years I have been in our district!  We have now begun our fourth week of school and 
we are making the necessary adjustments with virtual, and in-person learning when 
needed.  This is our motto at Sam Adams, “Everything is figureoutable!”  It may take 
some time, thinking outside the box, attempting and failing forward, regrouping and 
tweaking, however we are making it happen!   
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Welcome New Teachers 

We have three new amazing teachers this year in our building.  We have 
two new teachers in third grade, Katie Byler, who is no stranger to our building, 
as last year she was our Special Education Instructional Assistant. Jaycee Myer, 
comes to us from Niles with New Tech Project Based Learning experience as a 
student.  She is adapting to the instructional side of the New Tech model with 
ease.  Deserai Kent has chosen Sam Adams after teaching her first year in Niles 
last year.  She is excited to bring expertise to Cassopolis.  The addition of these 
three ladies has brought a plethora of knowledge, energy, new ideas, enthusiasm 
and a strong passion for teaching our students.  We are excited to have them join 
our Sam Adams team! 

 

 
From left to right:  Katie Byler, 3rd grade, Jaycee Myer, 3rd grade and Deserai Kent, 4th grade 

Instructional Additions 

Our Sam Adams team has added multiple layers of instructional and 
emotional support for our students, whether it be virtual or in-person 
learning.  Our Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) team meets 
monthly to review our behavior data and make adjustments to our instructional 
practices.  We met in June and discussed what supports our teachers and 
students would need upon returning back to school in the fall after not being in 
the building for so many months.  Looking at the social and emotional needs of 
our staff and students we decided to implement a few structures into our 
classroom management models to support our students’ social and emotional 
needs. We shared with staff before their summer departure that we would be 
implementing the Zones of Regulation and CHAMPS for add layers of support. 
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The Zones of Regulation, is a complete social-emotional learning curriculum, created to teach 

children self-regulation and emotional control, through the use of colors to signify different 

emotions and how to regulate our emotions.  Dr. Piazza and Mrs. Brawley supported our 

decision with a one day Zoom professional development workshop through Lewis Cass ISD, 

which our entire staff was able to attend.  Our staff has done a fantastic job of implementing this 

curriculum into their daily routines to support their students 

 

CHAMPs, is a positive and proactive approach to classroom 
management.  The overall goal of the CHAMPs classroom management system 
is to develop an instructional structure in which students are responsible, 
motivated, and highly engaged in the specific task at hand. More particularly, the 
teacher's goal is to teach students directly how to be successful in specific class 
situations.  The CHAMPs acronym stands for C-Conversation, H-Help, A-Activity, 
M-Movement, P-Participation and s-Success.  The classroom teacher 
intentionally thinks through each of those elements for each activity that is used 
in the classroom, creating a structure of protocols to provide consistency for their 
students.  This is used for virtual and in-person students.  Our teachers received 
training from Amy Steinman, our LCISD social worker and Carrie Rabbit, our 
Behavior Systems Coordinator and Autism Consultant with LCISD during our 
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professional development days the week before students returned to our 
building.   

All the intentional planning, training and adjusted school day/week, and 
structural supports have had a positive impact on student behavior here at Sam 
Adams.  We are excited to announce that we have not had a single behavior 
referral in 4 weeks of instruction.  The best I can remember from years past is 
nine days before our first referral. 

 
Announcements 

Mrs. Sheeley and I have instituted a Mindful Minute during our morning 
announcements and immediately after our last lunch time of the day.  We took this idea 
from a New Tech elementary school that started this practice last year.  We have 
connected through the New Tech Network to support each other with our ideas.  During 
our Mindful Minute we stop everything that we are doing and practice a breathing 
activity to help everyone, students and staff, take a moment to feel calm and focused 
before moving forward.  We have had many teachers and students share how much 
they appreciate this practice.   

 

 
 

We have also started conducting Zoom Announcements every Wednesday 
morning.  This is the brainchild of Mrs. Gustafson, one of our kindergarten teachers and 
a member of our PBIS team.  The concept is to help our students and teachers feel 
connected to each other in the building. Due to our COVID restrictions we don’t get as 
many opportunities as we have in the past.  This way students can see other 
classrooms and we all participate together.  It has also been very rewarding and 
successful, from feedback from students and staff.  The office has undertaken 
September, while classrooms have signed up for their turn starting next week!   
 

Virtual/Academy Learning 
Virtual 

Virtual learning has allowed our students at home the opportunity to bond 
and communicate with their classmates and our staff from the comfort and safety 
of their own home. The first week or so Mrs. Stermer, Mrs. Bowsher, Mrs. 
Sheeley and the homeroom teachers were teaching parents how to navigate the 
chrome books, prevent block up poppers, download zoom, and use ECHO to 
structure their day. Forrest and Josiah were readily available to reset forgotten 
passwords. There have been switches to and from virtual learning.  Our teachers 
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are receiving the 72 hour notification prior to the student switching, which has 
been much appreciated, as they have to rearrange for social distancing safety. 
Thank you for approving that in our plan! Now that things are mostly in full swing 
we have heard many praises from parents towards our staff ranging from the 
ease of using the ECHO platform, the daily structures and the engaging lessons 
teachers are providing over zoom.  We are grateful for our teachers and their 
ability to multitask, problem solve and teach like rockstars! 

 
Academy 

Calvert Learning has been an experience for Mrs. Ayers and Mrs. 
Sheeley.  Calvert moved the elementary system over to Edmentum the beginning 
of August. They were still adjusting platforms when school started.  The students 
did not have usernames and passwords until the end of the first week of school. 
The second graders were assigned their courses just this week.  Second grade 
parents are happy to be working on grade appropriate content. Mrs. Ayers 
created a beautiful video instructing parents how to zoom and take NWEA. 
Parents were appreciative of the guidance prior to the testing.  Testing sessions 
were offered between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. as parents were 
available to help log their students into Zoom and NWEA.  Mrs. Ayers and Mrs. 
Sheeley were present and available for questions during those sessions.  There 
have been two families who have raved over the program and Mrs. Ayers’s 
dedication to helping families throughout the day.  Those families truly enjoy the 
work at home pace and have stated they will continue the program the remainder 
of the year. 

 

Culture Weeks 

Our students and staff spent the first two weeks of school building our school 

culture of trust, respect and responsibility. Culture Weeks are intended to help our 

students learn the expectations of our building and classrooms.  This was especially 

important with all the changes that we had to incorporate due to COVID.    Our students 

participated in activities and games that built critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, 

collaboration within the restrictions, and classroom protocols.  Our PBIS team met in 

August to finalize the activities within our COVID restrictions and pushed it out to 

teachers during the week of professional development.  Here in the elementary we had 

to stay within our classroom cohorts during all of our activities, but our teachers made it 

work well for our students. 

 

STEAM Awarded MEC Strengthening Schools Grant 

Steam Lab was granted $750 from the MEC Strengthening Schools Grant for the 
2019-2020 school year. The students were able to get Tinker Toys, Picasso Tiles 
(Magnetic Building Toys), 2 Dash Robots, Dash Project Cards, and a MakeDo Kit. 

https://youtu.be/5ScVME7Nktw
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Assessments 

 Our students in K-5 have begun taking their beginning of the year assessments 
that the State of Michigan has made a requirement for this year. These assessments 
are taken by all of our students, in-person, virtual and Academy.   Those assessments 
include, NWEA: Reading, Math and Science in certain grades;  iReady for math; and 
DRA for reading.  Teachers had the opportunity to sign up for help from a RTI 
instructional assistant during their testing time.   Teachers are conducting testing of their 
virtual students through Zoom meetings.  Virtual and Academy parents have been given 
strict guidelines to follow while their child is testing at home concerning the level of 
assistance they are able to provide their child.  Academy students are taking their test 
on Zoom with Mrs. Ayers or Mrs. Sheeley.  Zoom meetings are being used to administer 
the test to assure validity of the test. We have had a few virtual student results that are 
questionable in regard to the level of help they may have received from a parent.  The 
teacher is addressing those concerns individually. 

 

 
 
New Tech Corner 

Mrs. Sheeley and I have met with Alexandra Whitehead, our New 
Tech building coach ending the year with a timeline for this school year.   We picked up 
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meeting with her again in August and over the past two weeks to address our biggest 
needs for support.  All of our coaching days with New Tech will be virtual this year due 
to COVID.  

Our new teachers will be supported with a three hour Zoom training this 
Friday.  They will be given the driving question, What is NTN and how is that part of our 
Cassopolis community?  They will be introduced to knows/need to knows, specifically in 
reference to NTN.  They will also be introduced to the 4 pillars of the NTN model and 
opportunity gaps and be able to share about their ideal Sam Adams 
graduate.   

 
 
COVID Updates 

Last Friday, September 25th, Governor Whitmer signed a new 
executive order (2020-185) stating that students in grades K-5 will be 
required to wear a face-covering in the classrooms. Students will be 
required to begin wearing face-coverings in the classroom on October 
5, 2020. Our teachers have been working with the students this week 
to practice keeping them on longer to prepare for next Monday when this order goes 
into effect.  Our teachers are also taking every opportunity to teach outside, along with 
recesses.  Students also have the opportunity to take a break from their mask in the 
Relaxation Station/Peace Corner that each classroom has incorporated into their 
room.  This is a designated area that children for a designated amount of time can take 
a “break” with their mask.   

 
Food Service: 
 

Employee highlight Melissa Smith! Melissa continues to be a rock star! 

She always goes above and beyond and has been an instrumental 

part of the this team for years and continues to take on new 

challenges. Please help me in reminding her how awesome she is! 

She also celebrated 20 years with Cassopolis public schools in March 

of this year! 

 

New dishwasher at the high school is close to completion and will be in up and running 

in the next 2 weeks. This was a much overdue upgrade and thanks to the hard work of 

the team this summer it was made available to replace in this year's budget. 

$40,000 NO KID HUNGRY grant for a new box truck is in the final stages. Will be 

picking up the new one next week! Equipped with a brand new Tommy gate that will 

make meal delivery to our schools safe and reliable!  
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Curriculum/Grants 
 
The Whole Foods Garden grant money and products arrived. We are able to purchase items 
now to move forward with our garden at Sam Adams Elementary.  
 
Final reports for 2019-2020 for all of our state/federal grants are due and we have been working 
to finalize and submit. 
 
We are working with teachers to get items to support in-person and virtual instruction. We have 
ordered rolling desks, headsets, and outdoor furniture to help our teachers be responsive to all 
learners. 
 
The Extended Plan was placed on our transparency page on the website. This plan will be 
discussed monthly at board meetings per the governor’s Executive order. We will go over 
attendance data and other information to update the plan. 
 
NWEA testing has been going on for the last two weeks and will be completed next week. We 
then will be able to analyze the data to see gaps in learning and be able to inform instruction.  
 
PSAT 8/9, PSAT/NMSQT, and the SAT assessments will be on October 14th. Letters were sent 
home this week to all families. We need to be able to provide this for all learning options. 
Students who are virtual and in the academy will be able to take this with our in-person learners. 
 

Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar! 

 

October 9 Senior Night, Fall Sports/Marching Band 6:30pm Football field 

October 12 BOE Meeting 6:30 PM, Zoom 

October 15 Parent Teacher Conferences, Zoom 

October 19 No School, Fall Break 

November 1 Daylight Savings Time Ends – Fall Back 1 hour 

November 3 Election Day 

November 16 BOE Meeting 6:30 PM 

November 25   No School, Thanksgiving Break Begins 

 


